ACTS 17:1-15  
Receiving the Word with All Eagerness
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord has spoken. Is 1:2, Heb 1:1-2 Luke 6:47-49 James 1:22-23
Point 1 The word is received with contempt and rebellion by some. 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God
Is 66:1-2 But this is the one to whom I will look -  he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.
Point 2 The word is received with eagerness, examination, and humility by others. 
Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 

a.) received the word with all eagerness 
b.) They examined the scripture. 
c.) They examined the scriptures daily.
Here are a few practical’s from Ken Ramey’s book. 
I have posted Chapter 4 called Harrowing Your Heart to Hear on our FB and Realm sites for your homework and reading this week. 

Application: 
1. Come to church with a humble, teachable, and expectant heart.

2. On Sunday when you come:
1. Arrive on time. Enjoy fellowship. 

2. Worship with all your heart. 

3. We do announcements and admin stuff at the beginning of the service for a reason.

4. Prayer and singing worship are preludes to the preaching. We’ve designed it this way. 

5. Listen attentively to the prayers. Affirm with “Amen’s”. 

6. Sing out when we worship.

7. The service is designed to set the table for the word. 

8. The climax of our service is the preaching of God’s word. 

9. We speak to God through prayers and song. 

10. He speaks to us through His word in the sermon. 

11. Follow along when the text is read. 

12. Handout – don’t transcribe the message. 

13. Jot down 1-2 things that you know is God is speaking specifically to you. 

3. Listen with discernment- examine what’s being said.  

1. The Bereans examined what was being said. So should we. 

2. Make sure what the pastor is saying is what God has said. 

3. Its not delivery but content. 

4. Ask yourself whether the pastor interpreted, and explained the verse or passage correctly, and adequately supported his position from other places in the bible.

5. Did he make application helpful, clear and accessible?  
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